
Paris ,  February 21st, 1985. 

28, RUE DU D' ROUX. 75724 PARIS CEDEX 15 

TELEX PASTEUR 250609 F 

TEL. ( I )  306.19.19 
- Dr. Harold E .  VARMUS 

Dept. of Microbiology 
UNIVERSITY OF C A L I F O R N I A  
Medical Center 
San Francisco, California 94122 
U .  S. A .  

Dear Dr. Varmus, 

Enclosed copy of a l e t t e r  I sent t o  Robin Weiss which m i g h t  
concern you as co-author of the RNA Tumor Virus book. 

I t r u s t  you are also interested in Taxonomy of the AIDS 
virus as chairman of the Taxonomy Committee on Retroviruses. 

I t  seems clear  that  t h i s  virus i s  n o t  a member of the HTL? 
"family". I t s  c lass i f icat ion as member o f  the Lentivirus subfamily 
awaits fur ther  information on the genomic s t ructure  of the Visna- 
Maedi and E I A V  groups, par t icular ly  the existence of two extra 
owj  and transacting elements. Careful examination of morphology 
shows closest  s imi la r i t i es  w i t h  E I A V .  

I should be glad t o  discuss these matters w i t h  you, since 
I have the opportunity t o  attend several s c i en t i f i c  meetings i n  
the U.S.A. t h i s  S p r i n g .  

Four your information, I enclose copies of 
- a recent review paper on LAV 
- a l e t t e r  on the phylogeny of the AIDS v 

appear soon i n  Nature. 

Sincerely yours 

rus which will 

L .  Montagnier, M.D.  
I 


